LORD RIPON'S CONVERSION

(1874)

THE correspondence contained in this chapter begins
with the eve of Lord Ripon's conversion, and we are
indebted for the account of his earlier religious impres-
sions to Father Donald Skrimshire, who lived in close
intimacy with him during the last years of his life, and
heard the following details from himself.

A delicate boy, brought up at home in strict Evangelical
tenets, Lord Ripon was conscious of no definite religious
convictions till at the age of 17 he found an old
Breviary in a bookshop at Ripon, and with the daily
recitation of the office felt his first attraction to the
Catholic Church. His practice of saying office, however,
meeting with objections, was discontinued, and he
became again indifferent. From this negative state he
was awakened by the assassination of his brother-iu-
law, Mr* Frederick Vyner, by brigands in Greece in
April 1870, He came to London on the following
Sunday, went to St. George's Catholic Cathedral,
Southwark, heard Mass for the first time in England,
and his desire returned of becoming a Catholic. During
the next four years, however, he remained an Afiglican,
and commenced the building of a church in memory of
his late brother-in-law. Meanwhile he studied Newman's
writings, and learned more fully the ground of the
Church's claims and the nature of her doctrines in
detail, with the result that in April 1874 he felt he
could no longer remain in the Anglican communion.
Much had to be done, however, before his reception as
a Catholic could be accomplished. Strong as the motives
of credibility might appear at times, shortly they would
lose their force and his convictions fade as fresh objec-
tions appeared. He still had many difficulties, and
though his letters save two are wanting, their nature
is shown by the answers of his correspondents wMch
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